[image: image1.png]


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

78 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749

(978) 562-2020
Paul  Byrne, Chairman

W. Minot Wood, Vice Chairman

David Esteves, Member
Terrence Joyce, Member

Leif Longtine, Member


Joseph Rodrigues, Member
Minutes
August 16, 2007
7:00 P.M.

1.0 Preliminaries

1.1
Chairman Paul Byrne opened the meeting at 7:00 PM

1.2
Roll Call: Vice Chairman Minot Wood, David Esteves, Leif Longtine, and Joseph Rodrigues.
1.3
Additions or Deletions to the agenda
2.0 General Business

2.1 
Minutes: Pass

2.2
Vouchers: 
2.2.1
ConCom 01-08 $620.72 PLACES Site Consultants Inc. for Todd Marsh.  ConCom will bill Todd for reimbursement.  Paul Byrne made a motion to pay, seconded by Minot with all in favor.

2.2.2
ConCom 02-08 $306 MAAC Annual Membership.  Paul made a motion to pay, seconded by Minot with all in favor.
2.3
Issue Permits


2.3.1
Sign permit extension for Donahue as voted on at last meeting.  Paul made a motion to approve, seconded by Minot with all in favor.

2.3.2
Certificate of Compliance issued to Anthony Marques of    Cherry Street.  Paul made a motion to approve, seconded by Minot with all in favor.

2.3.3
Certificate of Compliance issued for 1 Pheasant Trail, 
DEP 190-313.  Paul made a motion to approve, seconded by Minot with all in favor.

2.4
Correspondence

2.4.1
Letter sent to Linden Street residents regarding the disposal of yard waste on town owned conservation property.  Paul asked the Commission members to determine a list of properties where signage could be posted.

3.0 Hearings and Appointments

3.1
Notice of Intent (DEP 190-504)


Applicant/Owner: Neil Fossile


Location: 43 Brigham Street

Project Description: The owner/applicant proposes to construct a single family home, with on-site sewage system, well and driveway.  
The driveway construction will require the alteration of 7,600 sq. ft. of bordering vegetated wetland.

Tom DiPersio, Thomas Land Surveyors presented new plans after his discussion with the DEP.  DEP suggested a retaining wall with 3 draining ditches for intermittent stream. There are 3 main ditches that cross and one other low point.  The proposal is to embed 4 36” pipes underground for drainage.  The driveway will have a 10% grade down with a series of 1% slopes across approximately 500’ of wetland.  Private septic and well are outside of the buffer zone, not much grading needs to be done.  Joe Rodrigues questioned if salt will be used on the driveway.  It is a legal family driveway.  Driveway will have 12’ wide pavement, 2’ grass shoulders, retaining wall will be concrete blocks 2’ wide on either side.  Paul questioned if driveway had to be that far off the property line.  Tom said there is no bylaw, but that room is needed to construct retaining wall.  They may be able to move retaining wall a little to take away some of the 300’ square impact.  All organic material will be removed when they do the crossing.  Minot questioned the recommendations from Judith Schmitz, Professional Wetland Scientist.  She wants hay bales placed for erosion control, but also wants trucks to be washed prior to grading or transporting soils into the replication area to prevent the introduction of invasive species into the area.  Tom will use silt fence in place of hay bales.  Percs are done, but the septic still needs to be approved.  Paul stated that we do not yet have a Wildlife Habitat Evaluation.  Dave Esteves questioned if Fire Department needed to approve the plans.  After discussion, it was determined that Tom would check with Fire Department. Jennifer Burke questioned how long the driveway was (900’) and if the house is located in the flood plain (it isn’t).  Elks members expressed concern over impact on wildlife and drainage.  Has an environmental impact study been done?  The Elks property already has poor drainage and is concerned that new construction would further complicate the problem.  Would septic interfere with fishing?  Minot stated that ConCom has no jurisdiction if the septic meets Title 5 requirements.  Paul motioned to continue on September 6, seconded by Joe with all in favor.
3.2
Notice of Intent

Applicant: Mark Gionet


Owner: Jennet Curtis


Location: 129 Lincoln Street


Project Description: proposed residential building and associated grading, public water and public sewer.


Steve Glover first applicant on original application.  Planning Board approved June 5, 2007
Paul stated that the property is not in compliance with CMR.  Clean up will be made part of the Order of Conditions.    Proposal is for a triplex with 6 parking spaces.  There will be grass behind the old house.  Joe Rodrigues said that the property is very mucky and there are large holes in the back of the property.  According to Jason, Dave Burke determined that the property is not wetlands on 7/25/07.  Neighbor Judy Foster stated that the wetland was very close to the house and that it had flooded in early spring.  Mark Gionet will ask MA Mosquito Control if they can clean out the culvert to help the water flow.  A Wildlife Study will be completed by the 9/6 meeting.  There was a lot of discussion regarding the placement of the pipe.  Commission members believe pipe is further than the Engineer. A site visit will be conducted on 8/20.  Neighbors are concerned about the parking.  Paul motioned to continue on September 6, seconded by Minot with all in favor.
3.3
Notice of Intent


Applicant: Mark Gionet


Owner: Jennett Curtis


Location: 4 Third Street

Project Description: proposed residential building and associated grading, public water, and public sewer

Proposal is for a single family with the setback the same as the existing house.  There will be minimal disturbance.  If grading allows it will be a split with a 2 car garage underneath.  The water level is 230, ground water level is not determined.  Neighbor Mr., Foster stated that the water came within 30’ of the house.  No property survey has been done.  Paul questioned how many trees would be cleared.  It was stated that 10 to 20 would be removed.  Dave wants a replanting plan of at least 1:1. A Wildlife Habitat Study under the River Bill must be done.  Minot motioned to continue to September 6, seconded by Paul with all in favor.
3.4 
Continuance of Request for Determination (HUD #333)

Applicant/Owner: James & Mary Halliday

Location: 17 Temple Avenue

Project Description: removal of all pine trees from this parcel.  No trees will be removed from the wetland resource area. (See detailed work description)

3.5
Continuance of Request for Determination (HUD #334)

Applicant/Owner: Ronald DeAngelis
Location: 15 Temple Avenue

Project Description: removal of all pine trees from this parcel.  No trees will be removed from the wetland resource area. (See detailed work description)

3.6 
Continuance of Request for Determination (HUD #335)

Applicant/Owner: Patrick Thornton & Erica Bigelow

Location: 13 Temple Avenue

Project Description: removal of all pine trees from this parcel.  No trees will be removed from the wetland resource area. (See detailed work description)
3.7 
Continuance of Request for Determination (HUD #336)

Applicant/Owner: William & Linda Parker

Location: 2 Proctor Avenue

             Project Description: removal of all pine trees from this parcel.  No trees will be removed from the wetland resource area. (See detailed work description)

The discussion surrounded all of the 4 properties.  Erica Bigelow stated that 25 bushes and 5 trees, 2 small 5’-6’, 2 medium and 1 large trees will be planted, American Plum, Sassafras, grey birch and maple or oak.  Also fast growing bushes, including blueberry and hazelnut that will provide wildlife habitat.  She stated that over all 4 properties there are 51 trees and leaners to be cut as well as a lot of buckthorn and poison ivy which is strangling some of the trees.  Minot questioned that only 3 trees over all 4 properties would be saved.  

Judy Sabourin stated that the overall picture was clear cutting mature trees.  No mature trees will be left, no canopy will be left.  She suggested thinning out the poison ivy and buckthorn rather than stripping the natural element.  Paul reiterated that some of the trees needed to be cut for the safety of the property owners.  Erica Bigelow said the goal was to remove the pines and all the trees that could destroy homes that are within the buffer zone.  She said that it was not economically feasible to remove the trees individually, which is why they proposed to have all 4 properties cut at the same time.  Ron DeAngelis said that 2 trees on his property had been struck by lightning and one had fallen into the lake.  It would cost $1200 to remove the one tree.  Joe Rodrigues stated that it would be a shame to let them cut all the trees.  We then open it up to all.  It is hard to cut without damaging the other growth.  It takes a long time for replanting to mature.  He can not be in favor.  Dave Esteves said he felt that they are clear cutting and “we do for you, we do for all”.

Regarding 2 Proctor Avenue, Minot motioned to find a negative determination, no work to be done within 25’ of the water, only remove pine trees, replant as per site plan ad hardwood trees must be replaced if damaged.  No second, motion dies.
Dave motioned to find a positive determination with Notice of Intent to be filed.  Joe seconded, final vote was 3-1-1 with Paul abstaining and Minot not in favor.

4.0 Hearings and Appointments

Paul motioned to have the Board of Selectmen appoint Al Tashian to the Conservation Committee.  Dave seconded with all in favor.
5.0 Pending

6.0 Advertisements

7.0 Commentary

Marty Moran updated the Committee on the Danforth Lot.  Mosquito Control came in last November and came back in May.  Lumber has been cleared from the stream and stones have been piled up to make a dam.  6 truckloads of fill have been put in behind the dam.  The next step is to finish fixing the trail, getting more fill (on high side), and upgrade the railroad bed.  Probably will need some stone to line the ditches.  Paul asked Marty to get some costs and to file an RDA.  He also asked Marty to get a plot plan so that we can show improvements.
8.0 Adjournment

Paul motioned to adjourn at 9:04 PM seconded by Minot with all in favor.
Minutes respectfully submitted by,

Debbie Craig

Conservation Commission Assistant
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